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  The Epistle 

Pastor’s Newsletter Article for November 2020       Pastor Harvey Johnson 
 

I want to talk about stewardship. So first, what is stewardship. In old English, a steward was the person 

appointed to guard or ward the livestock penned up in the corral, or stye. Hence “Stye Warden.” But as we 

understand the title of “steward,” it more generally meant being the warden of the household, including the 

property, livestock and other assets of the master of the household. I suppose you could say that being a good 

steward meant that one guarded and used all those assets wisely and for the benefit of the household. 
 

I have a favorite profound theological quote that I use frequently, but I can’t remember who said it: After a 

person says “I believe,” everything else is stewardship.  
 

For Christians, followers of Jesus Christ, I think this is a true and profound truth regarding stewardship within 

the Christian church. I’m not sure, but if I had to say, I would equate discipleship and stewardship as being 

much the same. Perhaps the steward has more authority than a learner or disciple. But for the most part, I 

think we can think of these as essentially the same. 
 

And to go a step further, because everything we have belongs to God, our stewardship for Jesus Christ means 

we guard and use our assets for the building up of the kingdom of God and for the good of God’s community. 
 

Another step: in the church we often say that everything we have is a gift from God. True. But this saying 

makes it sound like the stuff we have has been given by God for our benefit and that we now own this stuff. 

I’d like you to rather think of all this stuff you have as stuff, assets, that have been entrusted to you. It is not a 

gift. You do not own it. It is not your stuff. Instead, it has been entrusted to you. You are the steward of some 

of God’s stuff and it is your responsibility to guard it from misuse. But it is also your responsibility to use it 

for the common welfare and edification of God’s community and kingdom. 
 

This is my brief perspective of stewardship. Now, after you say you believe in God, everything else that you 

do, your actions after your statement of faith is stewardship. Good or bad; it is all stewardship.  
 

This next part is not new. It is my encouragement to keep awake, do not fear, remain steadfast, and continue 

in faithfulness. Our congregation is a little below the projected budget, but we are surviving. I think we will 

get through this. When people are struggling, the congregation struggles. In all of this, continue trusting God. 

God is faithful and trustworthy. Do not lose hope. Or, in the words of Chief Dan George from the “Outlaw 

Josey Wales” movie, I encourage you to “endeavor to persevere” in our journey through the wilderness. God 

bless you for your faithfulness. 
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Parking Lot Update 
The congregation voted to redo our parking lot due to the 

shape that it was in.  We picked A-1 paving as our contractor 

and they began work on Friday, November 6.  Half of it was 

paid through the reserve account and people’s contributions 

to the parking lot fund, approximately $34,000.  A loan was 

taken out through Farmer’s State Bank for 10 years at 2.1% 

interest.  Upon starting the project they discovered the 

asphalt was worse than we thought, so that will cost us 

another $5,000.00, which will come out of reserves.   
 

Up for a challenge?...A very generous gift of $10,000 

has been given to St. Paul Lutheran for payment towards the 

loan balance on the parking lot. If we (St. Paul) can match this 

gift, another $10,000 will be given to leave a loan balance of 

only$8,000! We will have a poster up in the Narthex to track 

our goal.  
 

If this is a project near and dear to your heart, please feel 

free to make donations to it above and beyond what you 

already contribute.   
 

Thanks again for your continued generosity with tithing 

through this pandemic.  As a council, we appreciate your 

continued support in the things we are trying to make work.  
 

Baptismal Anniversaries 
November 

5-Chad Jolly, Calvin Jolly 
9-Sally Fosha 
12-Janet Uhlir 

15-Linda Slothower 
17-Janet Erickson 
18-George Fosha 
19-Hunter Burch 
21-Parker Burch 
28-Lara Larvie 

29-Timothy Bettger 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
3     Jonathan Slothower 
8     Tayven Richter 
       Timothy Bettger 
16   Wade Rau 
       Alex Larvie 
25   Lucille Bannister 
        Jim Ozburn 
29   Alan Stahl 
30   Hans Walther 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

    5    Sally/George Fosha 
  28    Deb/Jerry Yirku 

 
 
 
 
 

    ❖❖ 
+Please let me know if a birthday 
or anniversary has been missed. 

amfowler@skybeam.com 
Thank you.    
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  15th Annual Christmas Store  
List of Items – 2020 

 

 Since Good Samaritan Center is 
still under restrictions for visiting, we 
are going to work with United 
Methodist Church this year in changing 
both of our ways in how we have gifted 
the residents in the past 15 years. 
 
 Instead of going to Good Sam and 
assisting each resident with shopping, 
we have received a list of items that the 
10 men and 20 women would like for 
themselves.  For this season, we will not 
be shopping for their family members 
or with the resident this holiday season. 
 
 This list will be for new items 
that each will receive. We will be 

working closely with Good Sam on specific needs for some residents in the near future. 
 

To make life easier for everyone, we are suggesting a donation to St. Paul and 
those monies will be used to purchase “generic needs” like the following: 
 15 Boxes of a soft-type Kleenex such as Puffs 
 15 Bottles of Hand Lotion 
 10 Bottles of Body Wash or Sprays 
  5 Lap Blankets 
 10 Fuzzy/warm socks, medium or mostly extra large (for swollen feet) 
  5 Bottles of After Shave for Men, some prefer Aqua Velvet 
  6 New stuffed animals for the residents to hug 
 
 We would like to have these items to St. Paul Lutheran BY SUNDAY, 
NOVEMBER 29.   All items will need to go thru a cleansing at Good Sam before they 
can be used as a gift.  This list is also shared with UMC for the same amounts as well as 
other items.  NO gift wrapping will be allowed this year. 
    
Thank you!  Sally 719-347-2785; Carolyn 719-347-2229; Andrea 719-347-2798.   



 

 Page 4 The Epistle 

Board Highlights for November 
 

• At the annual church congregational 

meeting Matthew Heitmann and 

Jeanette Bartling were elected for 3- 

year terms on the council. 

 

• Parking lot is being redone. 

 

• November 29th will be a grab and go 

“fellowship” with donuts wrapped 

individually – this will be provided by 

the church council. You may also get 

coffee.  Social distancing and all the 

health department guidelines will still 

be followed. 
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St. Paul Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
Mission Statement 

 
 

 
 

We at St. Paul Lutheran welcome 
everyone, equip for discipleship, 
and send everyone out into the 

world to make a difference in Jesus’ 
name. 

Advent Evening Worship 
with Holden Evening Prayer 

7pm 
December 2, 9, & 16 

 
 
 

Christmas Eve Worship 
*We are asking you to let us know if you are 

planning on attending Christmas Eve Worship and if 
so, approximately how many in family. 

This will help us determine if a second service will be 
necessary to maintain proper social distancing. 
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