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BACKGROUND The Stations of the Cross or the Way of the Cross, also 

known as the Way of Sorrows or the Via Crucis, refers to a 

series of images depicting Jesus Christ on the day of his 

crucifixion and accompanying prayers. The stations grew 

out of imitations of Via Dolorosa in Jerusalem which is 

believed to be the actual path Jesus walked to Mount 

Calvary. 

The object of the stations is to help the Christian faithful to 

make a spiritual pilgrimage through contemplation of the 

Passion of Christ. It has become one of the most popular 

devotions and the stations can be found in many Western 

Christian churches, including Anglican, Lutheran, 

Methodist, and Roman Catholic.
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BACKGROUND

Here at St. Paul, we have the stations

in one place. View them as we pray

and take time throughout the church

year to contemplate the wonder of

Christ’s death as it has redeemed us

and will at last raise us to eternal life.





STATIONS OF THE CROSS

In the name of the Father
and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit +
Amen

Lord have mercy.     Christ have mercy.     Lord have mercy.

We will glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ:

In whom is our salvation, our life and resurrection.

We begin: 



STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen



JESUS IS CONDEMNED TO DEATH

We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you:

Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

Station 1

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanhedrin_trial_of_Jesus


JESUS IS CONDEMNED TO DEATH

As soon as it was morning, the chief 

priests, with the elders and scribes, and 

the whole council, held a consultation; 

and they bound Jesus and led him 

away and delivered him to Pilate.  

And they all condemned him and said, 

“He deserves to die.” When Pilate 

heard these words, he brought Jesus 

out and sat down on the judgment 

seat at a place called the Pavement, 

but in Hebrew, Gabbatha.  Then he 

handed Jesus over to them to be 

crucified.

Station 1

God did not spare his own Son, 

but delivered him up for us all.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanhedrin_trial_of_Jesus


JESUS IS CONDEMNED TO DEATH

Almighty God, whose most dear Son

went not up to joy but first he suffered

pain, and entered not into glory before

he was crucified:

Mercifully grant that we, walking in the

way of the Cross, may find it none

other than the way of life and peace;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.

Amen

Holy God

Holy and Immortal One,

Holy and Mighty,

Have mercy upon us.

Station 1



JESUS IS CONDEMNED TO DEATH

Beneath the Cross of Jesus

Beneath the Cross of Jesus, I long to take my stand;

the shadow of a mighty rock within a weary land,

a home within a wilderness, a rest upon the way,

from the burning of the noontide heat and burdens of the day.

Station 1



JESUS TAKES UP HIS CROSS

We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you:

Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

Station 2



JESUS TAKES UP HIS CROSS
Jesus went out, bearing his own 

cross, to the place called the 

Place of a skull, which is called in 

Hebrew, Golgotha.  

Although he was a Son, he learned 

obedience through what he 

suffered.  Like a lamb he was led to 

slaughter; and like a sheep that 

before its shearers is mute, so he 

opened not his mouth.  

Station 2

The Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all:

For the transgression of my people was he stricken.



JESUS TAKES UP HIS CROSS

Almighty God, whose beloved Son willingly
endured the agony and shame of the cross
for our redemption:

Give us courage to take up our cross and
follow him; who lives and reigns forever and
ever. Amen

Holy God

Holy and Immortal One,

Holy and Mighty,

Have mercy upon us.

Station 2



JESUS TAKES UP HIS CROSS

Beneath the Cross of Jesus

Upon the Cross of Jesus, my eye at times can see

the very dying form of one who suffered there for me.

And from my contrite heart, with tears, two wonders I confess:

the wonder of his glorious love and my unworthiness.

Station 2



THE CROSS IS LAID ON SIMON OF CYRENE

We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you:

Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

Station 3



THE CROSS IS LAID ON SIMON OF CYRENE

As they led Jesus away, they came 

upon a man of Cyrene, Simon by 

name, who was coming in from the 

country, and laid on him the cross to 

carry it behind Jesus. 

“If any would come after me, let 

them deny themselves and take up 

their crosses and follow me. Take my 

yoke upon you and learn from me; for 

my yoke is easy, and my burden is 

light.”

Station 3

Whoever does not take up the cross
and follow me:

Cannot be my disciple.



THE CROSS IS LAID ON SIMON OF CYRENE

Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son 

came not to be served but to serve:

Bless all who, following in his steps, give

themselves to the service of others; that

with wisdom, patience, and courage,

they may minister in God’s name to the

suffering, the friendless, and the needy;

for the love of him who laid down his

life for us, your Son our Savior Jesus

Christ. Amen

Station 3

Holy God

Holy and Immortal One,

Holy and Mighty,

Have mercy upon us.



THE CROSS IS LAID ON SIMON OF CYRENE

Beneath the Cross of Jesus

I take, O cross, your shadow for my abiding place;

I ask no other sunshine than the sunshine of his face;

Content to let the world go by, to know no gain or loss,

My sinful self my only shame, my glory all, the cross.

Station 3



JESUS MEETS THE WOMEN OF JERUSALEM

We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you:

Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

Station 4



JESUS MEETS THE WOMEN OF JERUSALEM

There followed after Jesus a great 

multitude of the people, and 

among them were women who 

bewailed and lamented him.  

But Jesus turning to them said, 

“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not 

weep for me, but weep for 

yourselves and for your children.”

Station 4

Those who sowed with tears:

Will reap with songs of joy.



JESUS MEETS THE WOMEN OF JERUSALEM

Teach your Church, O Lord, to mourn

the sins of which it is guilty, and to

repent and forsake them;

that, by your pardoning grace, the

results of our iniquities may not be

visited upon our children and our

children’s children; through Jesus

Christ our Lord. Amen

Station 4

Holy God

Holy and Immortal One,

Holy and Mighty,

Have mercy upon us.



JESUS MEETS THE WOMEN OF JERUSALEM

When I survey the Wondrous Cross

When I survey the wondrous cross

on which the prince of glory died,

my richest gain I count but loss

and pour contempt on all my pride.

Station 4



JESUS IS STRIPPED OF HIS GARMENTS

We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you:

Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

Station 5



JESUS IS STRIPPED OF HIS GARMENTS

When they came to a place called 

Golgotha (which means the place of 

a skull), they offered him wine to drink, 

mingled with gall; but when he tasted 

it, he would not drink it.  

And they divided his garments among 

them by casting lots.  This was to fulfill 

scripture.

Station 5

They gave me gall to eat:

And when I was thirsty

they gave me vinegar to drink.



JESUS IS STRIPPED OF HIS GARMENTS

Lord God, whose blessed Son our

Savior gave his body to be

whipped and his face to be spit

upon:

Give us grace to accept joyfully

the sufferings of the present time,

confident of the glory that will be

revealed: through Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen

Station 5

Holy God

Holy and Immortal One,

Holy and Mighty,

Have mercy upon us.



JESUS IS STRIPPED OF HIS GARMENTS

When I survey the Wondrous Cross

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast

save in the death of Christ my God;

all the vain things that charm me most,

I sacrifice them to his blood.

Station 5



JESUS IS NAILED TO THE CROSS

We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you:
Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

Station 6



JESUS IS NAILED TO THE CROSS

At the place which is called The Skull, 

there they crucified him; and with him 

they crucified two criminals, one on the 

right, the other on the left, and Jesus 

between them. 

And the scripture was fulfilled which 

says, “He was numbered among the 

transgressors.”

Station 6

They pierce my hands and feet

They stare and gloat over me.



JESUS IS NAILED TO THE CROSS

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out

your arms of love on the hard wood

of the cross that everyone might

come within the reach of your saving

embrace:

So clothe us in your Spirit that we,

reaching forth our hands in love, may

bring those who do not know you to

the knowledge and love of you; for

the honor of your name. Amen

Station 6

Holy God

Holy and Immortal One,

Holy and Mighty,

Have mercy upon us.



JESUS IS NAILED TO THE CROSS

When I survey the Wondrous Cross

See, from his head, his hands, his feet,

sorrow and love flow mingled down.

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,

or thorns compose so rich a crown?

Station 6



JESUS DIES ON THE CROSS

We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you:

Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

Station 7



JESUS DIES ON THE CROSS

When Jesus saw his mother, and the 

disciple whom he loved standing near, 

he said to his mother, “Woman, behold 

your son!” Then he said to the disciple, 

“Behold your mother!” 

And when Jesus had received the 

vinegar, he said, “It is finished!” And 

then, crying with a loud voice, he said, 

“Father into your hands I commend my 

spirit.” And he bowed his head and 

handed over his spirit.

Station 7

They pierce my hands and feet

They stare and gloat over me.



JESUS IS NAILED TO THE CROSS

O God, who for our redemption gave

your only begotten Son to the death

of the cross, and by his glorious

resurrection delivered us from the

power of our enemy:

Grant us so to die daily to sin, that we

may evermore live with him in the joy

of his resurrection; who lives and

reigns now and forever. Amen

Station 7

Holy God

Holy and Immortal One,

Holy and Mighty,

Have mercy upon us.



JESUS DIES ON THE CROSS

When I survey the Wondrous Cross

Were the whole realm of nature mine,

that were a tribute far too small;

love so amazing, so divine,

demands my soul, my life, my all.

Station 7



JESUS IS LAID IN THE TOMB

We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you:
Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

Station 8



JESUS IS LAID IN THE TOMB

When it was evening, there came a rich man 

from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also was 

a disciple of Jesus.  He went to Pilate and 

asked for the body of Jesus.  Then Pilate 

ordered it to be given to him.  

And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a 

clean linen shroud and laid it in his own new 

tomb, which he had hewn in the rock; and he 

rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb.

Station 8

You will not abandon me to the grave:

Nor let your holy One see corruption.



JESUS IS LAID IN THE TOMB

O God, your blessed Son was laid in

a tomb in a garden, and rested on

the Sabbath day:

Grant that we who have been

buried with him in the waters of

baptism may find our perfect rest in

his eternal and glorious kingdom;

where he lives and reigns with you

forever and ever. Amen

Station 8

Holy God

Holy and Immortal One,

Holy and Mighty,

Have mercy upon us.



JESUS IS LAID IN THE TOMB

Savior of the world, by your cross and precious

blood you have redeemed us:

Save us, help us, we humbly ask you, O Lord.

Station 8



We thank you, heavenly Father, that you

have delivered us from the dominion of

sin and death and brought us into the

kingdom of your Son;

and we pray that, as by his death he has

recalled us to life, so by his love may he

raise us to eternal joys;

who lives and reigns with you, in the unity

of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever. Amen

STATIONS OF THE CROSS



To Christ our Lord who loves us, and washed 

us in his own blood, and made us a kingdom 

of priests to serve God, to him be glory and 

honor forever and ever.   Amen

STATIONS OF THE CROSS



NOTES

The devotion known as the Way of the Cross (the

Stations of the Cross) is an adaptation to local usage of a

custom widely observed by pilgrims to Jerusalem: the

offering of prayer at a series of places in the city

traditionally associated with our Lord’s passion and

death.

Traditionally, the stations are prayed before a series of

plain wooden crosses placed along the walls of the nave

or in some other convenient place. With each cross

there is sometimes a pictorial representation of the

event being remembered.





NOTES

Many thanks for the artistry and work of

Blair Bartling for the creation of the crosses

and Jeni Erickson who created the pictorial

representation.

May God bless them and their gifts they so

generously have shared.



NOTES To provide a version of this devotion more closely aligned with the 

biblical accounts, Pope John Paul II introduced a new form of 

devotion, called the Scriptural Way of the Cross, on Good 

Friday 1991. He celebrated that form many times using the 

following sequence (as published by the United States Catholic 

Conference of Bishops):[17]

1) Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane;

2) Jesus is betrayed by Judas and arrested;

3) Jesus is condemned by the Sanhedrin;

4) Jesus is denied by Peter;

5) Jesus is judged by Pilate;

6) Jesus is scourged and crowned with 

thorns;

7) Jesus takes up his cross;

8) Jesus is helped by Simon of Cyrene to carry 

his cross;

9) Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem;

10)Jesus is crucified;

11)Jesus promises his kingdom to 

the repentant thief;

12)Jesus entrusts Mary and John to each 

other;

13)Jesus dies on the cross

14)Jesus is laid in the tomb.
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1. Jesus is condemned to death *

2. Jesus carries His cross *

1. Jesus falls for the first time

2. Jesus meets His mother, Mary

3. Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus carry the cross *

1. Veronica wipes the face of Jesus

2. Jesus falls for the second time

4. Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem *

1. Jesus falls for the third time

5. Jesus is stripped of His clothes *

6. Jesus is nailed to the cross *

7. Jesus dies on the cross *

1. Jesus is taken down from the cross

8. Jesus is placed in the tomb *

This Photo by Unknown Author is 

licensed under CC BY-SA

To the right is the traditional list 

from the Catholic tradition. 

We used the starred ones in this 

liturgy, which are the ones 

based on scripture.
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➢ Jesus Keep Me Near The Cross

➢ The Old Rugged Cross

➢ Were You There

➢ My Song Is Love Unknown

➢ Wide Open Are Thy Hands

➢ Jesus Refuge Of The Weary

➢ Savior, When In Dust To You

➢ There Is A Green Hill Far Away

➢ Come To Calvary’s Holy Mountain

➢ Ah, Holy Jesus

➢ O Sacred Head Now Wounded

➢ Alas, And Did My Savior Bleed

➢ Beneath The Cross Of Jesus

➢ In The Cross Of Christ I Glory

➢ When I Survey The Wondrous Cross

➢ Go To Dark Gethsemane

➢ Plus your other favorite memories

LENTEN HYMN TITLES



PIETA:

MARY WITH THE BODY 

OF JESUS

Photo of the marble statue of 

Mary holding Jesus.

Grotto of the Redemption 

in West Bend, Iowa

PowerPoint™ presentation designed by 

Craig Bagenstos for St. Paul Lutheran Church
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