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  The Epistle 

A Word from Pastor Harvey Johnson 
 

In just a few weeks we will celebrate Good Friday, which commemorates the death of Jesus, the Son of God. 

It is not that we are celebrating anybody’s death, as such. But in my mind, it is indeed a celebration, because 

on the cross, Jesus remains faithful in trusting God the Father, and defeats the power of sin and death. When 

Jesus willingly goes to the cross, at the urging and demand of humanity. And above all, Jesus demonstrates 

his great unconditional love for us. Jesus does not curse us at our betrayal or promise divine retribution. Jesus 

forgives us. 

 

Now you’ve probably heard of the word “atonement,” maybe in the context of Jesus atoning for our sins. In 

2000 years of theology, there have been numerous theories of atonement. I am going to select a few as 

examples. (The church does not have a doctrine of atonement, only theories.) Perhaps one of the earliest 

theories was the one about sacrifice. Because the very early Christian church was made up of Jewish 

Christians who had all grown up with the Jewish practice of sacrificial offerings at the Jewish Temple, 

sacrifices for sin, it made theological sense to compare the Jewish sin offering sacrifices in the Temple to the 

once for all sacrifice Jesus made on the cross. 

 

Although this made sense in many ways, this image had a downside. It was human sacrifice. It gave an image 

of God the Father as a cruel father. And when the Christian church started including non-Jews, the analogy to 

sacrifice in the Jewish Temple didn’t relate as well. 

 

Another theory was that atonement was Jesus offering himself to Satan as a sort of prisoner exchange for our 

release. As the Christian religion was incorporated in the Empire, an Empire built on war and conquest, 

Christians seemed to relate to this analogy. We, humanity, had rebelled against God and betrayed God. We 

had gone over to the enemy’s camp and by offering himself, Jesus was ransoming us back.  

 

There are also a lot of good images about God’s great love for us with this theory, but the problem is that it 

makes it seem as if God doesn’t have the power to just rescue us outright. It makes it seem that God must 

resort to bargaining with Satan. 

 

A more recent theory called Christus Victor is that the cross is the means by which Jesus defeats death, sin 

and Satan. But this theory doesn’t say exactly how this was accomplished or why a resurrection after a 

normal non-criminal death would not have been effective. But this theory has many good points as well and 

is a good metaphor for people who have recently witnessed the spread of democracy through the victories of 
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 2-Adam Phipps 
3-Blair Bartling 
Audrey Stoltzfus 
7-Delia Ozburn 
10-Colby Rau 
12-Kathy Fredrickson 
15-Sandra Mabry 
16-Yvonne Page 
     Phyllis Kauffman  
     Savannah Teetor 
     John Heikkila 
17-Jacob Bartling 
28-Jay Walp 
30-Courtney Bartling 

 

 
 

1 – Kevin Kanuch 
12 – Aria Teetor 

24 – Craig Bagenstos 
25 – Phyllis Kauffman 

Blair Bartling 
31 – Cindy Kanuch 

 
 

    ❖❖ 
+Please let me know if a birthday or 

anniversary has been missed. 
amfowler@skybeam.com 

Thank you.    

Exciting News!!!!! 
 

 
On Sunday, March 7, the council voted to have an Easter 
Brunch.  This will be a potluck, so bring your favorite dish.  
We will be having the brunch after Easter services.  We will 
also be having an Easter egg hunt for all the kids while 
people are helping set up for the brunch.  We are hoping it 
will be a nice day so people can also eat outside if they so 
choose.   
 

Please come and join us as we begin to get back to a 
somewhat “normal “Easter Service. 
 

If you have any questions, please feel free to call the church 
office at 719-347-2798.  
 

 

WWI and WWII. 

 

All these theories have good and bad points. They tell a truth and they 

speak to the culture and people of a specific time and place. But when 

the culture or the time and place change and evolve, the theory shows 

its flaws. 

 

My theory in this time and this culture is that Jesus’ death on the cross 

is Jesus demonstrating to us the great unconditional love God has for 

us. John 15: 13 No one has greater love than this, to lay down one's life 

for one's friends. This is the description of God’s love for us, not in 

words, but in deed. 

 

The parable of the cross, a real-life action parable (John 15:13). It is a 

form of communication that supersedes all language, words, 

translations, and all cultural evolution. The parable of the cross 

speaks, no, it shouts, clearly of God’s love, forgiveness and 

reconciliation for us. (But that is just my theory.) 
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 Holden Evening Worship – 7pm 
             
           March 10, 17, & 24 

 

Holy Week Services – 7pm 
Monday - Corporate Confession and Forgiveness 
Tuesday - Service of Healing 
Wednesday - Stations of the Cross (8am-8pm) 
Thursday - Maundy Thursday 
Friday - Good Friday 
Saturday - Easter Vigil 

  

        Special dates in March 

• World Day of Prayer — March 5 

• Girl Scout Sunday — March 7 

• Daylight-Saving Time begins — March 14 

• St. Patrick's Day — March 17 

• First Day of Spring — March 20 

• Palm Sunday — March 28 
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St. Paul Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
Mission Statement 

 
 

 
 

We at St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran 
Church joyfully embrace all, 

reflecting Christ’s love in worship 
and service. 

  A note from the office… 

I have been asked to share a bit of news. AJ 

and I have decided to sell our home here in 

Calhan. Our goal is to get it ready and list 

some time in March. We have no way of 

knowing how long the process will take so I 

have given a tentative date of resignation as 

church administrator and church musician of 

June 1, 2021. I am being called in a new 

direction and will be leaving the state. This 

has not been an easy decision for me as I’ve 

lived here and worked at St. Paul Lutheran 

longer than any other place. I am at peace, 

and as we move forward this feels very 

right. I am sure I’ll be back to visit as I have 

children, grandchildren, and many friends 

here. I will dearly miss my church family but 

am excited to begin this new chapter. 

With much love,  Andrea Fowler 
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