





Message from the Pastor

Dear Members of St. Paul:

We are the recipients of a great and glorious heritage from the
past handed down to us in the history of this congregation. On the
event of our Fiftieth Anniversary we are looking back wupon the
labors of those who gave this congregation its life.

The man for whom this Church is named once wrote in the letter
to the Romans: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel: it is the power
of God for salvation to everyone who hag faith . . . For in it the
righteousness of God is revealed through faith for faith; as it is
written, ‘He who through faith is righteous shall live.’”

The Gospel which Paul was not ashamed to proclaim had diffi-
culty reaching the Lutheran people of Colorado in the late 1890’s.
The population of this country was sparse and the message of God
was not easily accessible. The fathers of our congregation, men with
vision, knew that the voice of God must get through to the people of
this area. So they launched forth in faith to build a congregation.

The venture was one met with hardship and frustration. Failure
seemed a certainty and still they continued in the quest of the power
of God. It was almost twenty years later that they could worship

in their own Church.

It is to those sixteen members that inscribed their names to the
first congregational roll that we dedicate this book. May we, too,
have the dedication which these people had and continue to propagate

the gospel in their footsteps.

Sincerely,

G. Richard Daugs, Pastor









THE FORMATIVE YEARS

Dr. Finkbiner began almost immediately upon his arrival to hold
occasional preaching services in a school house north of Calhan until
the congregation organized.

It was on Christmas morning, December 25, 1908, that the
Lutheran Church at Calhan was formally organized. The name of
the Church was to be Emanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church. It was
at this service that the first confirmed member of the congregation
was received. He was Andrew Kobilan.

On that Christmas day there were sixteen charter members who
inscribed their names on the roll of Emanuel Lutheran Church. They
were: The Rev. and Mrs. J. W. Finkbiner, John Kanuch, Anna
Kanuch, Joseph Roskos, John Kobilan, George Gililenn, George
Kucharik, George Dzuris, Sr., Andrew Martin, Frank J. Kohler,
Andrew Kosley, Anna Kanuch, Andrew Kanuch, Annie Kosley, and
Andrew Juris. The charter was open for six months. The names above

were on the original document.

In 1909, at the Synodical Meeting, Emanuel was received into
the Rocky Mountain Synod of the General Synod of the Lutheran
Church. The Lutheran Church in Calhan was now a certified member
of the Rocky Mountain Synod, and thus its history was beginning
to form.

On December 6, 1914 the first baptism on record was recorded
in the Church records. The girl received by baptism was Mamie
Bakalar, daughter of Anna and Andrew Bakalar. The sponsors for
the baptism were Thomas Juris and Maggie Sokol.

The congregation received formal recognition of its incorporation
on August 3, 1914. By this time Dr. Finkbiner was serving the congre-
gation on a regular basis as its nominal pastor.

Another event became congregational history on February 9,

1916 when the first marriage in the congregation was solemnized.
The young couple united in marriage were Mr. Henry Adelman and

Miss Lois Roberts.






THE CHURCH BUILDS

It was now 1918. As the war came to an end in Europe the need
for spiritual strength here increased. So it was that the people of
Emanuel began to construct a church building in which they could
worship. Most of the labor was done by members of the congregation.
When the church was completed, the total cost came to $2,577.46.
It was a modest church building, but it was more than adequate for
the needs of the congregation.

On the eighteenth day of August, 1918, the dedication of the
church was held. The Rev. A. L. Ramer, Ph.D., Superintendent of
the Slavic Missions of the General Council, assisted in the dedication.

April 20, 1919 was the day that the church bell was consecrated
as it rang out the message of God’s presence. The painting of Chris*
above the altar of the church became a permanent fixture on July 6.
1921. The painting was done by Mr. Frank Hartung.

By this time Dr. Finkbiner had departed from the congregation
to become the Missionary Superintendent of the Synod and the con-
gregation had to rely upon supply Pastors to fill the Pulpit and per-
form the pastoral tasks.

The early twenties were hard years for the members of the
church. They were a young and struggling congregation without a
full time pastor. These rugged years were helped considerably by the
supply work of the Rev. A. Balaska and Rev. A. L. Ramer.

It was not until 1923 that the congregation became regularly
supplied by the Rev. J. C. Trauger from Colorado Springs. It was
also during this year that the congregation received the news of the
death of Dr. Finkbiner. He died in Medicine Bow, Wyoming at the
home of one of his sons, July 11, 1923 and was buried in Cheyenne
by the side of his wife, who had died a few years earlier.

The church was served for several years by the Rev. Trauger,
and when he left the Synod to go back to Philadelphia, it bec_ame the
regular supply of the Rev. Karl Harry. The Rev. Harry continued to
supply the congregation until 1939.






1918 Dedication Services

Inside of Church, 1918






MODERN HISTORY

Until 1939, services had been he'd in Calhan on the average of
once a month and sometimes at much longer intervals than that.

It was on May 12, 1940 that the Lutheran Church received the
good news - they were to have their first resident minister. The man
called to serve the congregation was the Rev. Arthur E. Kaspereit.
Pastor Kaspereit was born in Germany in 1906 and emigrated to
Canada in 1929. He graduated from Waterloo Theological Seminary
at Waterloo, Ontario, and later re-eived the degree OB D. from
Wartburg Seminary. He was ordained in 1936 and was pastor af
Shell Lake, Saskatchewan, Canada, until he came to Emanuel Luth-
eran Church.

Throug:h the urging of Pastor Kaspereit, the congregation elected
to send their first delegates to the Synod Convention of 1940. Synod
that year was held in Albuqueraue and Mr. and Mrs. George Kocerha

were chosen to attend the Convention.

Up to this time the congregation had practically limited itself
to the original Slavic pioneers and treir descendents. Under the tact-
ful administrations of Pastor Kaspereit, others began to be attracted
to the church. The communicant membership had climbed to a total

of sixty-eight members and the chmurch and parsonage were valued at
$3,500.

Pastor Kaspereit resigned his call on January 31, 1943. He had
served the congregation for a period of two years and eight months.
During his pastorate, America had become involved in the torment of

World War II. He was married in the congregation while a pastor

here.
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It was not until after the war ceased, June 1, 1946, that the
church again received a full time pastor. The man whom the congre-

gation called was Rev. Hugh Dowler.






Modern Church and Parsonage

~ Pastor Dowler wes well qualified for the job. He had been or-
lained in 1930 and served charges at Spencer and Gurley, Nebraska
“and Pueblo, Colorado. In December of 1940 he served with the Board
 of American Missions at Sitka, Alaska.

Pastor Dowler continued the growth of the congregation with his
hard and patient work. On February 15, 1948 he resigned his call at
Calhan. He had served the congregation for one year and eight
months.

History, once again, repeated itself. The congregation was once
more without a full time pastor. During this interim the church was
once again supplied via the supply ministry. Some of the men who
ame to serve were J. W. Latham, Albert Shandrick (a student at
ern Seminary), M. C. Johnson, Charles Bream, and Paul Spehr.
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DR. J. W. FINKBINER REV. A. L. RAMER

Rev. Anderson served the congregation for two years and six
months. September 30, 1963 he accepted the call to become pastor of
the Lutheran Church in Waterville, Kansas.

The congregation again became one of the supply points of the
Synod. They waited almost nine months before another pastor was
called to the congregation.

The minister called was Rev. G. Richard Daugs. He accepted the
call on May 31, 1964 and is currently the pastor of St. Paul’s.

The congregation looks forward with great expectations to the
future. We have seen the congregation grow throughout the first
sixty years of this century. With the grace of God it will continue to
grow and prosper.






A BRIEF CHRONOLOGY OF ST. PAUL’S

1908
Rev. J. W. Finkbiner begins holding services in the vicinity of
Calhan. December 25, 1908 the Lutheran Church at Calhan is fop.
mally organized. There are sixteen charter members.

1909
Emanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church is received into the Rocky
Mountain Synod of the General Synod of the Lutheran Church,

1914
The congregation is incorporated on August 3, 1914. On Decem-
ber 6, 1914 the first member on record is baptised. She is Mamie
Bakalar.
1916

The first marriage is solemnized on February 9, 1916. The couple
married are Mr. Henry Adelman and Miss Lois Roberts.

1918

The first church is completed at a cost of $2,677.46. It is dedi-
cated on August 18, 1918.

1919
The church bell is installed on April 20, 1919.

1921

On July 6, 1921 the present painting of Christ over the altar be-
comes a permanent fixture in the church.

1923
Emanuel becomes the regular supply point for Rev. J. C. Trauger.
Dr. J. W. Finkbiner dies in Cheyenne, Wyoming on July 11, 1923.

1934
The first Sunday School is started in the congregation.

1937
The Ladies Aid Society is organized on March 11, 1937.

1940
The first resident minister is called on May 12, 1940. He is the
Rev. Arthur E. Kaspereit.

1943
Rev. Kaspereit resigns his call on January 31, 1943,









